[image: image1.png]Digital Notary






Codel for Version Control
The Need

In a rapidly digitizing world, in which electronic communication is becoming the norm, engineering, architectural and other drawings and designs are increasingly required to be created, stored and served in electronic format, most often using Computer Aided Design software.  In addition, for health and safety, compliance and regulation, there is a need for external parties to the design authority to be able to check which is the latest version of a design or drawing and to be able to rely upon it. Digital formats are unlike paper in that they are easy to copy and disseminate and, as a result, can be almost impossible to control.  Unlike paper, there can be no ‘master copy’ as all digital reproductions are exact copies of the original. There are real dangers associated with reliance upon the wrong information, not to mention losses that can be incurred by using the wrong version. 
The Solution

Codel addresses this need. As an independent trusted third party, it delivers a service that enables authors and originators to give each drawing or design a discrete identity (a unique codelmark) that Codel stores in perpetuity. This digital fingerprint can be used at any time in the future to check the currency or status of the information, to prove its authenticity and integrity and the date/time of its origination.
In particular Codel addresses the need as follows:
1. It provides a means of digitally notarising any digital document or so that the receiving party can check it is the latest version.

2. It provides a service that prompts the user if there is any more up to date information about which they should be aware.
3. It provides a click-to-archive service at the point of notarising a document, allowing the user to archive to a chosen file store, such as Microsoft Sharepoint.

4. It allows owners of legacy design information to convert archive paper records into digital form with assurance of the authenticity of the new digital record. 
The Codel Service can handle vast amounts of data in a way that can be integrated seamlessly into customers’ operational and business processes. It can be readily built in at very low cost, so that the codelmarking activity is fully automated. 

How Codel Works
The Codel service gives each new digital record a discrete identity (a unique codelmark) that Codel stores in perpetuity. The codelmark, which cannot be subverted, is stored by the user with the original data. Codel stores only a copy of the codelmark, not the original data, for future reference by the user. Codel addresses the issue of rights management and data labelling by allowing sets of rules to be developed and bound to a data object.  When codelmarked data is then accessed and disseminated by the user to third parties, recipients can verify with Codel that the data is authentic and unchanged; who originated it; when it was created; and that it is the current version. Codel is not dependent on any particular software. Verifying codelmarked data can be done free of charge by anyone with access to the internet, and requires no software to be installed locally. 
The Benefits

The Codel service is a unique combination of simplicity and utility. It is an innovative, cost effective, simple and easy-to-integrate solution and allows the integration of paper archives with digital records management systems. 
By addressing the fundamental need to be able to depend on electronic data in all its forms, Codel deals simply and easily with the real life issues of information assurance, integrity and privacy in the digital economy. The 'digital notary' dimension of the Codel Service has a resonance that extends internationally and across jurisdictions. 

The very light touch of the service on individuals, organisations and ICT, and the rapid payback period, mean that the benefits of codelmarking are within reach of everyone, enabling them to carry the universally increasing burden of compliance and proof.
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